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PREFACE 
N A. JA. „ 


HERE are very few pampblets written ſo 
long fince, as three years, and a quarter, 
that are of much uſe to the public, at the preſent 
time, if they ever were of any. The following pa- 
ges, can hardly injure any body, except our enemies: 
as to the good they will do, it muſt depend on the 
turn of their minds into whoſe bands they fall. The 
quotations of the words of a Queen, which ſame pious 
people objefied to, when they confider the importance of 
the occaſion, they muſt not be ſurprized that ber Ma- 
Jeſty ſhould call heaven to witneſs to the truth of ber 
reſolution, 10 reſent every mark of cowardice in ber 
ſubjefts. And as to-the ſea-officer's words, it is but 
familiar language which ſuch men uſe, upon” ſuch oc- 
caſſons; and though it muſt be confeſſed, they are not 
expreſſrve of his piety towards God, yet they beſpoke his 
N in behalf of his country. 


That © 


1 


Wat no invaſion happened at the time when this 


pampblet was written, proves nothing : it is certain 
we were under ſtrong apprehenſions, or we ſhould 
not have taken ſo extraordinary a flep, as to import 


a body of foreign troops for our defence, We have 


- now à militia : be in an infant ſtate, yet it ap- 


pears to be riſing to maturity, beyond our conception. 
How far ſome events have anſwered the opinion of the 
author, to entitle this little pamphlet to a few minutts 


attention, the pamphlet itſelf muſt declare. The 


good intention of it is evident, and if one may 


ety in thinking, as the author thought, in relation to 
invaſion. Wie ſte bis Majeſty invites bis faithful 


ſubjects Zo become ſoldiers, in defence of their vwy 


native ſoil, for it is expreſsly declared by the reſolu- 


Ton of Council, of -the 1 1th inflant, that m__ ſhall 


__ be wa out of neee | 


e ad ub of my ages relates more 
td to: this metropolis... F am judicious 
plan can be formed, for the greater ſecurity of it, by 
means of ſuch an armed force as would not only Jup- 
port good order, within itfelf, upon any alarm, or 
approach of danger, but alſo. indtce us to contend 


arduouſly for every inch of ground, in caſe of ne- 


ceſſity, 


judge from appearances, there can be no impropri- 
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are iſlanders and à maritime power, and thank 


C 
egſeey, ſurely it is our duty io adopt it. Ne may pi- 
ouſly bope that providence bas preater bleſſongs in 
ſtore for us, than to leave the citizens of this city, 
4 confuſed multitude, to fly like ſheep before 4 
dog: but it would be impiety 10 tempt provi- 
dence, and irreligious arrogance to ſuppoſe, that 
a miracle will Je worked in our favour ! Te we 


heaven, ſuperior, in ſuch power, to the enemy, at home, 
as well as abroad; and ibo“ they may feel the ter- 
ror of our arms, on their coaſt, yet the war may be 


fo circumſlanced, as to require great ſkill and cir- 
cumſpection to keep it at a diſtance 3 and common 


Prudence may ſuggeſt 10 us, to prepare, as if it would 


certainh reach our doors. This ſeems to be the beſt 
merbod in order 10 keep it off. 


There are certain difficulties in relation 10 the mi- 
litia of London, but one would imagine, tbe tir- 
cumſtances of the times, would remove them all in- | 
ſtantly ; at leaf fo far as to prepare a corps of 
good men. The love we have for the whole bo- 
dy, ſhould induce us to guard the heart, for our 
remporal felicity : but as men often think they ſhall 
go to heaven, for no better reaſon than that they 
would nat chuſe 1 go zo another place; fo 
wwe 


* 

we may fancy ourſelves in no danger with regard 
80 our enemies, becauſe we do net like 10 think 
of being in danger. I. ſeems as if we bad a vo- 
ry good army, if not & very numerous one, and 
fo far as it goes, a very. good militia, and that they 
will both do their duty; but we have a great extent 
of coaſt to defend; nor can we tell what tricks ihe 
enemy will play, . or what accidents may ' favor 
their deſigns. Much may depend on events on the 
continent; on darker and longer nigbis; and other 
circumſtances : but to ſuppoſe that they have no de- 
ſigns, muſt be a proof of the infatuation of his 
mind who lulls himſelf into ſuch a ſecurity. on 


bs probable that the expreſſion of a privalt 


: man's anxiety, in ibis manner, will ſubjc him to the 


imputation of having a better heart, than he has a 
head; for tbo* truth and reaſon ſtand faſt for ever, 
we generally judge of them only by events. Be that as 
it may, one would imagine that the moſt ſober men, 
and the beſt citizens, eſpecially ſuch as are robuſt, 
and in the prime of life, ſhould pride themſelves 
in the knowledge and ability of defending ibeir 
wives and children, with their religion, laws, and 
liberty. For the ſame reaſon, were the officers 
of the militia of London, well choſen, the men 


 <vould 
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would be more ready for ſervice ; and leſs exorbitant 


| in their demands for their daily labor in their mi- 


litary exerciſe. They would not be the worſe me- 
chanics, nor the worſe laborers, for having the hearts 
and hands of ſoldiers. If a proper cboice of men 
were made, and their numbers kept complete; if 
they were exerciſed often in time of war, and 
particularly at this' junfure, thrice their num- 
ber of able-bodied and vigorous ſpirited men, 
might, at a proper time, be incorporated with them, 
upon an emergency; and perchance ſuch an 
armed force might prove the means of propping one 
of the greateſt empires, whilſt they defended the 
moſt oppulent, and the happieſt city, on the face 
of th? globe. Will the ſubjefts of ſuch an empire, 
or the citizens of ſuch a city, can any man of 
ſentiment, who feels the Blond of bis fathers cir- 
culating in his veins, look on with indifference, and 
ſee any omiſſion with regard. to a body of men, 
eoho might be rendered of the utmoſt importance? 
The magiſtrates, I preſume, are ready to do their 
part, and if their zeal is kept alive, will any 


private man indulge a luxurious habit in bis own 


perſon, ſicep over his property, bis liberty and 
bis religion, and negle3 the means of preſerving all 


the ſolid joys of his domeſtic life ? 


Whilf 
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_ Whilſt I am writing ] hear a ſummons is ſent for 
4 meeting of the train-bands, I bope they will be 
put on ſuch 4 proper footing, as may do honor 10 
this great cily, and the worthy magiſtrates of it, 
as well as to the whole nation. 


John's Coffee-Houſe, 
July 12, 1759. 


THOUGHTS 


GOOD CITIZEN, Os. 


| London, March 3. 1756. 
hy 1 R, 

| Do not pretend ta be a bet- 

* 1 ter politician than my neigh- 

% bors, but it ſeems as if I had 

GUESSED right. It is now ptvx 

YEARS ſince I have been poſſeſſed 

of- an opinion, that a war would 

ſoon break out, between us and 

FRANCE. My obſervation that 

A: 7: 
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the laſt war was not deciſive, joined 
to ſome circumſtances which hap- 


pened to fall within the compals 'of 
my own knowledge, made me con- 


clude, that this great event would. 


happen before many years were elapſ- 
ed. Indeed, I did not think the po- 
litical ſyſtem would be ſo much, and 
ſo ſpeedily changed from the laſt war; 
but, may we not now conclude, that 
a NEW SCENE will be diſcloſed? And 
ſhall we not prepare for NRW e- 
vents? 


As the objects in conteſt are of the 
greateſt importance, the ſtruggle, I 
imagine, will be arduous; though, 
perhaps, leſs expenſive and ace 
than a flemiſh war, 


I T have lately read Voltaire's hiſ- 
tory of 1741, in which I find that 
the 


1 
the RENCH, at the commencement 


of the late war, embarked fifteen 
battalions, with a view to invade this 


\ iſland. The attempt failed, as I 
truſt ſuch attempts ever will: but, 


if they thought the enterprize prac- 
ticable at that time, when they had 
ANOTHER GAME to play, will they 


not be obliged, in ſome meaſure, 


to TRY THEIR FORTUNE now ? The 
deſign was then fruſtrated by the 
force of the winds, even in their har- 
bors; though what Mr Voltaire ſays, 
implies their being actually failed : 
therefore I conclude, they will chooſe 
a MILDER ſeaſon; and, as we are now 
better prepared, they will colle& a 
GREATER force, if they are hardy 
enough to make any other attempt. 


The rRENCH are powerful by their 
armies in EUROPE; ours cannot be ſo 


NuUme- 
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numerous. In amrrica we greatly 
exceed them in numbers; and it is 
very difficult for them to convey a 
great army thither. Our fleets are 
now moſt powerful; and, I hope, 
will increaſe much more than theirs. 
In the common courſe of things, 
if it pleaſe heaven, we muſt ſuc- 
ceed. If the rRENcH make war 
on the water, as they did on the 
late occaſion, will they not, probably, 
be cut off by detail? If they make a 
vigorous effort, have they not a 
cHaNcE of BEATING our fleets, or 
of LanDING their men, or BoTH ? 
They are exaſperated. They are an 
active, enterprizing people. They 
know the valor of our ſeamen and 
troops; but, excepting theſe, this 
country may appear to them as de- 
fenceleſs, as it is plentiful ; and the 
inhabitants as timid, as they are rich: 

N and 


TL? I 

and it is not ſo much what we RRAL- 
LY ARE, as what they THix x, ſo far 
as regards their AS UAE. Without 
ſaying more, what are we to expect? 


War is the madneſs of nations; and, 
| like ſome other kinds of frenzy, it is 
incurable by any human art. Aſtro- 
nomers calculate the return of comets, 
and portend that they will one day 
ſet the world in a blaze. Wars are 
not ſo periodical as to be exactly cal- 
culated, and differ from comets, in as 
much as they xRVRR come without 
deſtroying ſome part of the faireſt 
works of Creation. But ws did not 
ſeek this war; witneſs the ſpirit of 
the FRENCH, in the eaſt, ever ſince 
the peace: witneſs their deluſive 
conduct with regard to the neu- 
tral Iſlands; their ſecret practices, 
and more open violations of friend- 


ſhip, 
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. 
ſhip, towards oùr new fettlement at 
HAELIFEAR ; their hoſtile behavior on 
the ont; and, their grand equip- 
ment laſt year, in ſupport of thoſe 
hoſtilities. May we not piouſly call 
KEAVEN to witneſs," that w did not 
ſeek this war, though we wiſely at- 
tempted to fruſtrate thoſe” deſigns, 
which a leſs degree of attention might 
have rendered very fatal to us. | 


What gives me the egen hojes 
that heaven has mercy in ſtore for us, 
rs, that we do not affect conqueſt. E- 
very one muſt ſee clearly, how willing 
the King was to ſpend the remainder 
of his days in peace. His Majeſty cer- 
tainly had no thoughts of effurbing 
the repoſe of his people. It ſeems 
improbable that this nation will 
ever make War, unleſs we are com- 
pelled to it, either for the preſerva- 


tion 


1 
tion of the true and lawful poſſeſ- 
ſions of this crown; for mere ſelf- de- 
fence; or, what is the ſame, for the 
protection of our trade. And I 
declare to you, that notwithſtand- 
ing the iniquities of this nation 
are great, I believe, if we exert our- 
ſelves, the almighty will favor our 
cauſe, on this ſingle account, You 
*do not doubt there is a God, nor that 
he governs mankind, though he does 
not control their wits : and can it 
be pleaſing to a Being of INV PIxITE 
mercy, to behold men departing 
from their humanity, by deſtroying 
each other, as if they had No mzr- 
cy ? But ſuch is the unhappy ſtate 
of the world, with regard to war, 
and we muſt make the beſt of it we 
en. 
It will appear to every diſpaſſion- 
ate lover of his country, what the 

B motives 


1 
motives to the war really arè: and 
that, from the very beginning of 
this affair, we had no other al- 
ternative; either war, or an unſafe, 
if not an inglorious peace. And 
ſhall we now expect miracles will be 
wrought for our preſervation? We 
muſt PRETARRB: if we do not uſe 

ALL the means that providence has 
put into our hands, which we can 
CONSISTENTLY ule; 'if we leave 
any of them neglected, or unpre- 
pared, how ſhall we anſwer for 
the conſequences? We have a for- 
midable fleet, with a great body 
of land-forces and marines. We 
are alſo told, that a conſiderable aux- 
iliary body of foreigners is -to be 
landed in this iſland. In our pre- 
' ſent circumſtances, will not every 
conſiderate perſon call this, likewiſe, 
a very prudent and wiſe meaſure ? 
You 


. — ot — 


1 

You may be well aſſured, that our 
regiments are compleating, very ex- 
peditiouſly, by means of the loyalty 
and zeal of many noblemen and 
gentlemen, who are gone into the 


country for that purpoſe, 


Thus many of us citizens, without 
any more to do, think ourſelves 
ENTIRELY SECURE, hardly beſtow- 
ing a thought on the rower which 
may come AGAINST us. 


Whether it is that I am more 


THOUGHTFUL, or TIMOROUS, than 


ſome of my neighbors ; but I con- 


feſs, I cannot help being ſorry when 


I hear people talk of invas1on as 


an almoſt 1MyossIBLE EVENT. It is 
the fault of this nation to contemn 
their enemies too much; and we 
ſeldom 3811s vs any thing that is diſ- 
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agrecable. Thus flattering ourſelves 
into an opinion that ſuch an event 
as invaſion cannot happen, we may 
neglet ſome of the means, which 
may be in our power, of rendering 
it ineffectual if it does. 


Thank God, we ſhall have a brave 


army ! but would any one, in the 


ſhape of a man, patiently behold an 


enemy ravage theſe fertile fields, 


if the fortune of war ſhould bring 


ſuch enemy into the heart of this 


country ? Will not every good ſubject, 
conſider himſelf as a ſoldier, unleſs 
he means to fubmit, and receive a 
conqueror? We ought, as ' reaſon- 
able beings, to reſolve upon one, or 
the other. I will not allow myſelf 
to think, as the caſe now ſtands, 


that any circumſtance can happen, to 


induce us to ſubmit. We ought to 
.: think 
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think of victory only; but we 
muſt, for that very reaſon, prepare 
in every ſhape for the encounter: 
for if we entertain this opinion wi H- 
our preparing, we are not therefore 
fafe: let us then prepare, not our 
ſpirits only, but our arms alſo. 


Would we intimidate our foes 
from the attempt, or be the more 
enabled to repel it, we ought to rouze 
a martial ſpirit, not talk of the im- 
poſſibility of the thing. In this we 
ſhall, in our private capacities, imi- 
tate thoſe, who are at the helm of 
the ſtate ; that is, to make no No1sse, 
but PREPARE : to be calm and eaſy, 
though DETERMINED, to ſtand our 
ground bravely, if the tryal ſhould 
come. The nearer it approaches, 
the more ſeriouſly we ſhall think : for 
indeed, the rxeNCH ſeem to me more 
powerful 


141 
powerful, than has been generally 
imagined,” 

For my own part, I love px acr. 
The thought of war warms me lefs 
than it did ſeventeen years ago. I do 
not delight in blood, nor in the ſmell 
of gun powder. But theſe are $8- 
coNDARY conſiderations: I am not 
the leſs impelled, by the love 1 bear to 
my cauntry, to prepare for that 
which, I think, every man in my 
circumſtances ought to prepare for ; 
I mean, to do the beſt I can in the 
way which | ſhall be thought moſt 
conducive to the ſafety and happineſs 
of my country, though I know not 
at preſent what that may be, | 


I ſee nothing ſtrange, nor yet very 
highly improbable, that yRANcE may 
debark men in ſome place or other 
0 this iſland, before we are many 
months 
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months older. And ſhould it fo 
happen, to prepare a great num- 
ber of armed men, as recruits, 
muſt be rRO EER, as they may be 
abſolutely neceſſary. The ſervice of 
volunteers may alſo be acceptable, 
either as a double guard to the ſacred 
perſon of the king; to preſerve or- 
der in theſe cities; to guard a paſs, 
with a view to ſet regular forces at 
liberty for remoter ſervice; or, per- 
adventure, to Join and mix with a 
regular army. And were it only 
to incorporate with the hired u- 
LI TIA OF LONDON, it is a ſtrong 
motive to be in REA DIN ESS. An- 
tient law and cuſtom preſerves this 
militia as a guard: the impor- 
tance of the object diſtinguiſhes 
it from all the reſt of the kingdom: 
and might not ſuck. voLUNTEERS, 
if ready for an emergency, raiſe an 


cmu- 
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N 
emulation in theſe mercenaries, and 
encourage them to be of real uſe? 


By Sir William Pettit's calculation 
we have two hundred thouſand men 
fit to bear arms, in the cities of 
LONDON and WESTMINSTER; but 
ſuppoſing them to be full ons hun- 
dred thouſand fighting men, ought 
we not to calculate upon at leaſt ſixty 
thouſand of them? I apprehend theſe 
can be tas1Ly collected, and what a 


FORMIDABLE ſuccour they might 


be. 


We muſt not call them a militia, 
unleſs the legiſlature conſents, but 
a number of men ready to. bear 
arms for the ſervice of the ſtate. 
Our footmen alone would be ſuf- 


ficient, and moſt of theſe are the 
 ftrong- 


1 

ſtrongeſt and moſt active men in the 
kingdom. — The ſimple, and faith 
friend, I think, the x R ESS ary queſ- 
tion is, © joh, will you fight with 
ec me, or for me, in caſe the ſafety of 
our country, dear to you as well 
ce as me, ſhould require it? The 
ſervant who ſhould anſwer, No: 
ſhould be no ſervant for me. 


If a man determines in his own 


breaſt what part he ſhall act, he 


ought from that moment to prepare 
the neceſſaries for defence, couRAaGe 
and ARMS. But will thoſe who are diſ- 
poſed to hazard their lives in defence 
of what is dear to them, be of real ſer- 
vice without arms, or without learn- 


ing the uſe of them? The grand 


point, indeed, is to ſubmit to diſ- 


pline, and to ſtand fire; and one 


would imagine a few flaſhes of gun- 
Cc powder 
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powder in the face, with a competent 
ſhare of coutage, would e the 
effect deſireu. 


\ Thoſe who mean to fight upon 
| | an emergency, were it only to de- 
| fend the capital, ought, at leaſt, to 5x 
| 


| | READY; they ought to be prepared 

1 to ſend in their names, and place of 
abode: and declare what diſcipline 

they will comply with: and if they 
will appear on horſe - back, or on foot, 

and with what arms. 


I was abroad during the laſt war; 
but I am told that gentlemen and 
lawyers diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their ready appearance in arms, whilſt 
the rebellion laſted. Merchants alſo 
ſhewed the fame ſpirit. Tradeſmen 
and mechanics were 'likewiſe fired 
with reſentment of that unnatural re- 
bellon; and I preſume none of 


them 


[9 ] 
them have quite forgotten their : BX=- 


ERCESE, - 


I am ; aint to hear that ſome 
young gentlemen who were not in- 
ſtructed at that time, are preparing 
themſelves now; they cannot be 
the worſe for it, fince from the very 


nature of things, the man who fup- 


poſes it may be neceflary for him to 
bear arms, and fight for what is dear 
to him, and is ready to do it, muft 
enjoy a much higher fatisfaction of 
mind, than he who, from ignorance 
or cowardice, neither thinks of dan- 
ger, nor is in any capacity to lend any 
aſſiſtance whatever, if it comes. 


Let us remember JOHNSON 3 Who 
can tell what will happen? We 
have a more valuable obje& to fight 
for than the AuERCA NS. We ſeem 

„ 8 to 
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to be uniTED,- and have at leaſt as 
MARTIAL ſpirits. It is far from an 
IMPOSSIBLE event, that we may be 
called upon for ſuccours of ſome 
kind or other, though it ſhould not 
be for ſuch IN vALIps as you and Lare, 
to take arms ourſelves; and he muſt 
be a fool, who is taken at a diſad- ] 
vantage, in any thing of 1MpoRT- 
ANCE which he, inTENDs to do, 
under certain circumſtances, though 
the GREATER probability ſhould | be 
on the, ſide of it's not happepinge.. 


he better e we are in to 
defend ourſelves at home, the more 
force we can ſpare to ſecure his 
Majeſty's AMERICAN dominions, 
which is. the next object. The 
| greater. our preparations, the more 
we ſhall he enabled to treat the de- 


ſigns of the FRENGE with contempt, 
| that 


A @ } 
that they may not, by pretending to 
make an invaſion here, find the means 
of diſtreſſing us in AMERICA; nor 
yet by making a FEINT, as if AMERICA 
was their only object, do us any 
great harm at Houz; even if it 


ſhould pleaſe heaven that our ſhips 


ſhould miſs them, or be taken at a 
diſadvantage. 


But you muſt not. be ſurprized to 
hear that people talk extravagantly 
upon the ſubject of invaſion. I hat 


there are many and gteat difficulties in 


ſuch an enterprize, can be doubted 
by no perſon of the leaſt diſcernment: 
but if, on the other hand, we conſider 
the dangers which always attend on 
war, and what deſperate exploits 
ſometimes become neceſſary, it is a- 
mazing that men of great knowledge 
of the world, and even people of 


great 


alknd uneertain, it can be of no great 
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great ſkill in maritime affairs, ſhould 
treat this buſineſs with fo much in- 
difference. I am willing enough to 
give their ridicule its proper effect: 
if the thing is really very remote, 


moment, whether thoſe who talk 
upon the ſubject, have confiſtent no- 
tions of it, or not. But when, from 
the ſituation of affairs, there is juſt 
ground to believe, that an attempt 
will be made, no good conſe- 
quences can attend the falſe appre- 
henfions of ſuch perſons as ſhould 
teach others how to think and to 
dee. 


1 bun ſaid, that ſappoling a war 
real ly enſues, if we look back to 
its beginnings, we ſhall think it was 
unavoidable, either upon the prin- 
ciple of ſafety; or good policy: yet if 


an 
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an accommodation takes place, which 
is $AFE, and sun I have no 
conception will take place, we may 
conclude, ' that both nations, after 
having been moſt apparently reluc- 
tant, either to ſhed the blood of 
their ſubjects, or to exhauſt their 
treaſure, are much wiſer than dan 
be imagined. | 


| In the calm view in which I now 
ſee things, it affords me a very great 
degree of pleaſure to TIxx of my 


_ fellow- -ſubjedts, behaving with piety, 
loyalty, and intrepidity. But I am 
aſhamed, and confounded, ro at- 
FLECT on that panic and DISMAY 
which a people, though naturally 
brave, are ſubject to upon the leaſt 
alarm, whilſt they wallow in luxury, 
and think of NOTHING but BASE 


and SECURITY. 


And 


— ED 


* 
S m. ]⅛—˙dLnX.. e ] M ]« y w ²˙miů⁴. ¼0 AD, 1 PI 


ä —ßĩů˖;—— —— 


r 


( 24 J 

And if we examine our -own 
hearts, ſhall we not find tis the love 
of AMUSEMENT, or of MONEY, which 
creates too great a ſecurity? National 
prejudices in our own favor, may alſo 
produce this effect: but let us not 


preſume too far on the ſuperiority of 


our naval force. Let us ſhew the 
enemy, if we are to call the pxzencu 
by this name, what srurr we are 
made of, and what they have to 
de if 2555 ſhould land. 

1 oblitved! in 0 GAZETBER the 
other day, a firiking repreſentation 


ol the magnanimous ſpirit of QUEEN 


ELIZABETH, who upon the occaſion 
of the expected 8PANISH ARMADA, 


and of people forſaking their houſes, 


ſaid, „But ISWEAR unTo you, by 


« GOD, if I knew thoſe: perſons, 


« or any who ſhall do ſo here- 


« after, 


L 25 J 
« after, I will make them know and 
< feel what it is to be fearful in fo 


urgent a cauſe,” 


And what would his Majeſty, 
whoſe perſonal bravery, as well as 
parental care of his ſubjects, are ex- 
ceeded by no prince upon earth, ſay 
of thoſe, who ſhould rLy from his 
capital, or ſtand quietly to receive 
the conqueror? D em, let 
<« em come, ſaid a gallant officer 
the other day, I wiſh they would 
< put it to that issug.“ But HE 
thought of fighting only on the wa- 
ter; and indeed if one vigorous 
BRUSH could bring the whole affair 
to an iſſue, it might be happy for 
us. But in this caſe alſo, we muſt 
become more virtuous, before we flat- 
ter ourſelves, that air all the gifts 
of heaven are reſerved for us. 


D It 
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It is more eaſy to BEGIN a war, 
than to END it, and unleſs we exert 
our courage and ſteadineſs in our 
private capacities, and ſupport it 
with good policy, that is, with a 
due regard to the neceſſity of a hea- 
vy expence, and conſequently to the 
means of raiſing ſupplies, our pride 
may be humbled in a far greater de- 
gree, than a LIBERAL contribution 
to the exigencies of the ſtate, can 

affect us. If the preſent occaſion 
is of ſo very critical a nature, to 
this nation, as my mind ſuggeſts 
to me it is, we muſt exert our vir- 
tue in every ſhape; we muſt think 
SERIOUSLY, and prepare to avoid 
fear, even when DANGER is near, 
and not talk big, becauſe we think 
it is at a great diſtance, 


xy 
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J invite no man to take the 
advantage of the honeſt ſerjeant 
who is to be my MASTER; but, as 
fine gentlemen learn to rENce, in 
time of peace, which can anſwer 
no purpoſe but to kill their fellow- 
ſubje& ; or, perhaps, their friend; I 
will learn how to deſtroy an enemy, 
who would kill or diſtreſs ws or 
my FRIEND. There can be no harm 
in it: it ought to be eſteemed a di- 
verſion, in time of war. But if this 
humor appears abſurd ro-DAv, it 
may. have a, very different appearance 


TO-M ORROW,, 


We ſee the ſtate wiſely pro- 
vides by land as well as by ſea. 
And though a militia has not been 
hitherto thought neceſſary; yet men 
of all ranks, xEADyY to bear arms, 


5 gn fit for ſoldiers, may be of the 


D 2 greateſt 


„ 
greateſt confequence. Becauſe we 


are ISLANDERS, and no uninvited 
invader has met with ſucceſs ſince 
WILLIAM the conqueror, it does not 
follow that we are 1MPREGNABLE. 
At what period of time was this na- 
tion exactly in the fame circum- 
ſtances as the preſent, with re- 
ſpect to ſo powerful a nation as the 
FRENCH ? The bufineſs, now, is of no 
leſs importance than the $ayzTY AND 
PRESBRVATION OF OUR COUNTRY ? 
We know what we do EN Jjov, and 
what we may sur r RR | Can we die 
in ſo glorious a cauſe as in defend- 
ing our country? If we ought to 
hazard our own lives to fave that of 
onE fellow-creature, how much 
more ought we in gratitude to exert 
ourſelves to preſerve the Lives and 
properties of ML LIONS, Whoſe an- 
ceſtors have often bled for us ? = 
EF Let 
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Let us bring it HOME at once, 
and think how we are to BE 
HAVE, not as QUAKERS, but as MEN, 
who eſteem ſelf- preſer ration the 
firft law; PRESERVATION of body as 
well as ſoul. Let us behave as thoſe 
chriſtians of PpURER aGEs THAN THIS, 
who fought well, becauſe the laws 
of ſociety rendered it their duty to 
fight well, even for uzaTHENs. 
They RECEIVED HIRE for fighting : 
let you and I be glad to rar it; 
and if we can, let us do more. It 
may be neceſſary not only for chriſ- 
tians to fight for chriſtians, and for 
true chriſtianity ; but the father for 
his children; the huſband for his 
wife; and every man for his cou- 
MON PARENT, Thoſe chriſtians of 
early days, indeed, had heaven in 
their view, and therefore were not 
afraid to DI. Let not the philo- 
ſopher 


303 
ſopher and divine, ſhudder at death, 
when the ſoldier is READ to bleed 
for his country; and if any of theſe 
happen to be No chriſtians, yet they 


act like men and zRIToNSs; and are 


reſolved to PpERIsEH, rather than re- 
_ ceive the law. 


Thus if the enemy is HARD 
enough to make the tryal; and by 
the favor of darkneſs, or the winds, 
or by means which we have not 
{ſhips enough to prevent, do REALLY 
ſet their feet on this ISLAND; we 
may, by the kind of rrapingss 
which I am recommending, ſuffer 
none of the common affairs of life 
to be interrupted ; only we muſt 
conſider that the firſt object is to aſ- 
Aft the ſtate, which, we may plainly 
perceive, has our preſervation en- 
tirely at heart, in ſuch manner as 


ſhall 


1 
ſhall be moſt effectual, without any 
fear or jealouſy. Thus will nothing 
but the arm of oN OT EN OE ren- 
der any enterprize- againſt us ſuc- 
ceſsful, or prevent the enemy fall- 
ing into the ſnare they deſigned 
for us. | 


I r1NnD that Lord , and your 
neighbors in KEN, already prepare 
men, who will be ready to afliſt in 
repulſing the enemy, if the occaſion * 
requires it of them. I like the hu- 
mor of your tenants and ſervants, in 
defiring cockades, though it will not 
be proper they ſhould wear them, 
except when they exerciſe in your 
garden. 


If there is a caLL for ſuch ſol- 
diers as you and I, let us be ready, 
in whatever part of the 1sLAND we 
may 


| 
| 
f 
| 
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may happen to be; but particularly 
in theſe cities. Your loyalty, your 


love for your country, your tender- 


neſs for your wife and children, 
and your affection to their future 
welfare, are the ſtrongeſt ſecurities 
that you will act the part of an 
honeſt and brave man. I am per- 


ſwaded you will not defert the no- 
bleft cauſe which ever warmed your 


generous heart. 


I am glad you are fo ready to fend 


recruits to the army, at the firſt ap- 
proach of danger. Vou are to 


_ drive your cattle from the ſea-coaſt ; 
but do not ſeem inclined to be 


driven thence yourſelf; I dare ſay 
the king's troops will ſupport you. 
I do not hear that we are called 
upon for any recruits in the city; 
but the alarms of a great embar- 


kation 
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kation at any of the AE NCH ports, 
much more of their actual landing 


in ours, muſt render it no unpleaſ- 
ing circumſtance to his Majeſty and 
his miniſters, to receive from pri- 


vate perſons a long liſt of volunteers 
armed and accoutered, though it 


were to fight only within ten miles 
of the capital. But, in any caſe, 


let it be infamous to behave da- 


ſtardly on ſo IN TERESTINOG an 


occaſion, 


No man wiſhes with a warmer 
zeal than myſelf, that our brave 
admirals, captains, and mariners, 
may da the whole buſineſs that is 
to be done; but what they can- 


vor do, muſt be executed by the con- 


DUCT and INTREPIDITY of the ar- 
ur; therefore we muſt be ready 
to recruit it. But we ought, at 

E the 
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the ſame time, to poſſeſs ourſelves 
moſt ſtedfaſtly of this perſwaſion, 
that even private perſons can- 
not perform a nobler and more 
virtuous action, than, with their 
lateſt breath, to DEFEND their 
country! 


If any of theſe hints, which are 
thrown out in this unmethodical 
manner, can, in your opinion, be 
of the leaſt uſe, my intentions are 
ſo upright, and my wiſhes for the 
public welfare, ſo devout, I will 

print this letter for the ſervice of who. 
ever may benefit by it. And be aſ- 
ſured that I am, with the utmoſt 
truth and ſincerity, 


DEAR SIR, 


YOURS, &c. 


Nn 


